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SUBJECT: MEDIA REACTION 

1 . FOLLOWING IS REVIEW OF APRIL 3 NEWS ARTICLES. 

2. PRESIDENT IN LAGOS. ON BOTH SUNDAY (APRIL 2) 

AND MONDAY (APRIL 3) MAJOR MEDIA LEAD WITH PRESIDENT'S 
TRIP TO NIGERIA. MOST NOTED THAT PRESIDENT CARTER AND 
OBASANJO SEEMED TO DIFFER ON CUBAN PRESENCE IN AFRICA 
BECAUSE THERE WAS NO MENTION OF THE SUBJECT IN THE JOINT 
COMMUNIQUE. ALSO ALL NOTED THE DISAGREEMENT BETWEEN TWO 
HEADS ON ECONOMIC SANCTIONS AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA. ALL 
LEAD OFF THEIR ARTICLES WITH THE PRESIDENT'S ANNOUNCEMENT 
THAT TALKS ON RHODESIA WITH ALL PARTIES CONCERNED WILL BE 
RENEWED SOON... NYT (KAUFMAN) WRITES "IN TACTICAL TERMS 
WHAT IS INVOLVED, ACCORDING TO DIPLOMATIC SOURCES, IS AN 
ATTEMPT ON THE PART OF THE FRONTLINE NATIONS TO INDUCE THE 
GUERRILLA LEADERS TO ACCEPT IN PRINCIPLE A MEETING OF ALL 
PARTIES THAT WOULD INCLUDE THEIR HATED ADVERSARY, MR. 

SMITH... ANOTHER HIGH ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL SAID HE 
THOUGHT THE RESPONSE OF MR. SMITH AND HIS PARTNERS TO THE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 USUN N 01214 01 OF 03 040221Z 

INVITATIONS WOULD DEPEND ON SUCH FACTORS AS THE WORSENING 
RHODESIAN ECONOMY, THE DEGREE OF WHITE EMIGRATION, THE 
AMOUNT OF BACKING FROM SA AND THE POSSIBLE INTENSIFICATION 
OF GUERRILLA ACTIVITY." ...WRITING ABOUT THE PF COMING TO 
NIGERIA TO CONSULT WITH U.S. OFFICIALS. THE WALLS JOURN 
(RICHARD LEGER) REPORTS, "IT'S BELIEVED THERE WAS PRESSURE 
ON THE PATRIOTIC FRONT TO TRY TO REACH AN END TO THE WAR 
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FROM THE FRONT LINE STATES AND WORRY INSIDE THE PATRIOTIC 
FRONT THAT THE INTERNAL SETTLEMENT MIGHT STICK, LEAVING 
IT WITHOUT A VOICE IN THE NEW GOVERNMENT.' 1 ...WP 
(OTTAWA Y) SUMS UP PRESIDENT'S VISIT TO NIGERIA: "THE 
ISSUES OF MAJORITY RULE AND RACE RELATIONS TENDED TO 
DOMINATE THE PRESIDENT'S VISIT HERE AND LITTLE ELSE OF 
SUBSTANCE APPEARED TO RESULT FROM HIS TALKS WITH OBASANJO." 
...WP (KRAFT) WRITING FROM PARIS ABOUT THE TRIP: "BUT THE 
PRICE PAID FOR THE AFRICAN VISIT IS NOT LOW. THE U.S. IS 
NOW OVER-COMMITTED TO AFRICA IN A WAY MANIFEST IN TWO 
TROUBLE SPOTS - RHODESIA AND THE HORN. ..THE U.S. IS 
HUNG UP - HALF LEANING TOWARD A DEAL THAT MOVES TOWARD 
DEMOCRATIC RULE, HALF STANDING ALOOF FOR FEAR OF AFFRONT- 
ING THE RADICALS. THUS DESPITE ALL OF CARTER'S EFFORTS, 

THE U.S. REMAINS SUSPECT AMONG BLACKS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA, 

AND THE RUSSIANS CAN EASILY OUTBID THE AMERICANS BY ALL- 
OUT SUPPORT FOR THE RADICALS. ..IN AFRICA, THERE ARE AT 
WORK MULTIFOLD AND UNFATHOMABLE RIVALRIES - AMONG NATIONS, 
TRIBES, LEADERS AND WOULD-BE LEADERS. WITH NO GREAT 
MATERIAL INTEREST AT STATE, THE U.S. IS FAR BETTER OFF IN 
A POSTURE OF GENERAL BENEVOLENCE THAN MIXING DEEP INTO 
CONFLICTS SURE TO END IN BAD SMASHUPS."...WP (WALSH) 

WRITES "AMERICAN OFFICIALS EMPHASIZED THAT THE IMPORTANCE 
OF CARTER'S SPEECH WAS LESS IN THE SUBSTANCE THAN IN THE 
FACT THAT HE HAD CHOSEN TO COME HERE - TO AFRICA'S MOST 
POPULOUS NATION - TO REAFFIRM BASIC U.S. POLICY TOWARD 
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AFRICA."... LONDONOBSERVER (LEGUM (WRITES, "PRESIDENT 
CARTER STRONGLY OPPOSES WESTERN CONSERVATIVE CLAMOUR FOR 
AN OPEN CONFRONTATION WITH MOSCOW BY LINKING RUSSIAN AND 
CUBAN MILITARY WITHDRAWAL FROM AFRICA TO DETENTE. HE 
BELIEVES THE ONLY EFFECTIVE WAY OF HALTING THE EXPANSION 
OF COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN THE CONTINENT IS THROUGH A 
CLOSE ALLIANCE BETWEEN THE WESTERN COUNTRIES AND THE 
MAJOR AFRICAN COUNTRIES -ESPECIALLY NIGERIA AND THE 
FRONTLINE STATES..." ...CSM (SOUTHERLAND) REPORTS, FROM 
LAGOS THAT, "THOSE IN THE CAUTIOUS CATEGORY - AND 
NIGERIAN JOURNALISTS SAY THEY ARE NUMEROUS — WANT TO 
KNOW WHAT HAPPENS NEXT. THEY WANT TO SEE MORE 'TANGIBLE 
EVIDENCE’ OF AMERICA'S COMMITMENT TO MAJORITY RULE IN SA 
AND IN RHODESIA.. .IF HE HAD NOT REALIZED IT BEFORE, 

HOWEVER, MR. CARTER MUST NOW REALIZE THAT THE ISSUE OF THE 
FUTURE OF SOUTHERN AFRICA IS AN EMOTIONAL ISSUE HERE AND 
ONE UPON WHICH THE AMERICAN PERFORMANCE IN THIS PART OF 
THE WORLD IS LIKELY TO BE JUDGED FOR SOME YEARS TO COME." 
...REPORTING FROM JOHANNESBURG, BURNS WRITES IN THE NYT 
THAT VORSTER IN ANTICIPATION OF CARTER CONDEMING SA WRITES, 
"MR. VORSTER FORECAST THAT MR. CARTER WOULD CONDEMN SA IN 
HIS NIGERIAN ADDRESS. BUT THE SOUTH AFRICAN LEADER SAID 
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HE HAD NO DOUBT THAT THE PRESIDENT WOULD AVOID SIMILAR 
CONDEMNATION OF NIGERIA, WHERE MR. VORSTER SAID, THERE 
WERE A MILITARY DICTATORSHIP AND PUBLIC EXECUTIONS, AND 
NO PRESS FREEDOM" ...(VORSTER SAID) NIGERIA IS RESPECTABLE 
BECAUSE SHE HAS OIL." ...AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE REPORTS 
CONNIE MULDER, SA MINISTER FOR BLACK AFFAIRS, SAYING, "OUR 
TASK IS TO SURVIVE THE CARTER ERA." HE EXPRESSED HOPES 
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FOR AMBASSADOR YOUNG 

THAT CARTER WOULD NOT BE REELECTED PRESIDENT IN 1980." 

3. RHODESIA. AP DISPATCH FROM LONDON REPORTS THAT BRITISH 
AND AMERICAN OFFICIALS REVEALED THAT AMB. YOUND HAS DE- 
VISED A TWO-STAGE PLAN TO END THE FIGHTING IN RHODESIA 
AND ESTABLISH MAJORITY RULE THERE. "THE SOURCES SAID 
MR. YOUNG'S PLAN CALLS FOR CEASE-FIRE NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN 
THE GUERRILLAS AND MR. SMITH, WITH U.S. AND BRITISH ENVOYS 
SITTING IN. IN THE SECOND STAGE, NEGOTIATIONS WOULD SHIFT 
TO PROBLEMS OF A NEW RHODESIAN CONSTITUTION... THE BRITISH 
BELIEVE THE GUERRILLA LEADERS ARE WILLING TO GIVE MR. 
YOUNG'S LATEST INITIATIVE A CHANCE BECAUSE THEY FEAR THAT 
THE LONGER MR. SMITH’S PLANS PROCEED TOWARD A MULTIRACIAL 
GOVERNMENT, THE MORE ISOLATED POLITICALLY GUERRILLAS WILL 
BECOME." AP OUT OF SALISBURY WRITES THAT INITIAL 
RHODESIAN GOVERNMENT REACTION TO PRESIDENT CARTER'S CALL 
FOR A CONFERENCE WAS GUARDED." AUTHORITATIVE SOURCES SAID 
SMITH AND HIS ASSOCIATES WOULD STUDY THE PROPOSAL AND THE 
CONDITIONS THAT MIGHT BE IMPOSED BEFORE MAKING A DECISION 
...THE COUNTRY'S ONLY NEWSPAPER FOR BLACKS, THE ZIMBABWE 
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TIMES, URGED ALL RHODESIAN LEADERS TO PUT THE NATION 
BEFORE PERSONAL OR PARTY FORTUNES AND ACCEPT CARTER'S 
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OFFER." ...A REUTERS REPORT CLAIMS, "RHODESIA HAS REPORTED 
YESTERDAY TO HAVE LAUNCHED ITS SECOND BIG RAID IN A MONTH 
AGAINST ZAMBIA.. .DIPLOMATIC SOURCES IN LUSAKA SAID THE 
RAID TOOK PLACE LAST WEEKEND, AND WAS AIMED AT CAMPS OF 
THE GUERRILLA FORCES OF JOSHUA NKOMO." NKOMO IS REPORTED 
TO HAVE DENIED IT...AP IN SALISBURY REPORTS, "SOURCES IN 
LUSAKA SAID 80 BLACK GUERRILLAS WERE WOUNDED OR KILLED" 
BUT RHODESIAN MILITARY REFUSED TO COMMENT. REPORT 
CONTINUES, "IN LUSAKA, SOURCES SAID THE RHODESIAN ATTACK 
TOOK PLACE OVER TWO OR THREE DAYS IN THE GWEMBE VALLEY 
NORTH OF LAKE KARIBA." EVANS AND NOVAK WRITING IN THE 
WP CLAIM, "THE NEWEST REATIONALE BEHIND CARTER ADMINISTRA- 
TION PREFERENCE FOR SOVIET-SUPPLIED GUERRILLAS INSTEAD OF 
PRO-WESTERN MODERATES TO RUN RHODESIA IS FEAR OF YET 
ANOTHER CUBAN MILITARY OPERATION, A RATIONALE SO CLEARLY 
BOGUS THAT IT BRINGS THE U.S. NEAR A DEAD END IN AFRICA... 
WHAT IS TRULY INVOLVED IN U.S. POLICY IS NOT FEAR OF CUBANS 
SO MUCH AS DESIRE TO PLEASE NIGERIA AND OTHER BLACK 
AFRICAN STATES." ARTICLE GOES ON TO SAY THAT IT IS ALSO 
BRITISH POLICY . .THE LONDON GUARDIAN POLITICAL EDITOR 
WRITES, "IN FAIRNESS, IT HAS TO BE SAID THAT MR. YOUNG IS 
NOT ALONE AMONGST AMERICAN OFFICIALS IN SUSPECTING THAT, 
FOR TWO PINS, BRITAIN WOULD DUMP THE RHODESIAN MESS IN 
THEIR LAP. INDEED, SOME OBSERVERS, MYSELF INCLUDED, FEEL 
THAT THEY HOPE TO BE ABLE TO PIN THE BLAME ON THE WICKED 
BRITISH IF BLACK AFRICAN HOPES ARE DASHED REGARDING THE 
RAPID REMOVAL OF MR. SMITH FROM THE RHODESIAN SCENE - 
WHICH NOW SEEMS TO BE A MINIMUM DEMAND.".. .A MANCHESTER 
GUARDIAN EDITORIAL SAYS, "THE INTERNAL SETTLEMENT LACKS 
ONLY ONE THING TO MAKE IT STICK, AND THAT IS THE SIGNATURE 
OF JOSHUA NKOMO... BRITAIN AND THE U.S. ARE EQUALLY AWARE 
OF NKOMO'S CLAIMS TO LEADERSHIP IN ZIMBABWE, BUT NKOMO 
HAS NO PRESCRIPTIVE RIGHT TO THE PRESIDENCY OF ZIMBABWE. 
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WITH A WORKABLE AND RECOGNIZED SEF.TTT .F.MF.NT IN SALISBURY 
(OR HARARE) BROUGHT ABOUT BY THE GRADUAL CEASEFIRE ON THE 
EASTERN FRONT, HIS FORCES WOULD LACK THE CREDIBILITY THEY 
HAVE NOW AND HE HIMSELF WOULD HAVE TO ACCEPT WHATEVER 
TERMS WERE ON OFFER." 

4. NAMIBIA. REUTERS REPORTS THAT SAM NUJOMA HAS REJECTED 
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THE WESTERN PLAN. HE IS QUOTED BY AN INDIAN NEW AGENCY 
SAYING, ' UNLESS WALVIS BAY WAS CLEARLY RECOGNIZED BY SA 
AND THE FIVE POWERS AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF NAMIBIA THERE 
COULD BE NO QUESTION OF HIS ORGANIZATION ACCEPTING THE 
WESTERN PROPOSALS. "...AP REPORTING FROM MONROVIA WRITES, 
"PRESIDENT CARTER ENDED HIS PRECEDENT-SETTING VISIT TO 
BLACK AFRICA TODAY WITH A WARNING THAT SA REJECTION OF A 
REASONABLE SOLUTION IN NAMIBIA 'COULD PRECIPITATE MORE 
SERIOUS DIFFERENCES' WITH THE U.S."...JOHN BURNS NYT 
ANALYSIS OF TRIBALISM AND ITS EFFECTS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 
WRITES. "IN RHODESIA, SWA AND SA TRIBAL RIVALRIES HAVE 
HELPED THE WHITES SUSTAIN THEIR MINORITY PRIVILEGES. IN 
EACH CASE, RESISTANCE MOVEMENTS HAVE SUCCEEDED IN CREATING 
A NATIONAL CONSCIOUSNESS THAT SUBMERGES TRIBAL FACTORS 
WITHOUT SUPPRESSING THEM COMPLETELY." ...AN EDITORIAL IN 
THE WSJOURNAL SAYS, "BUT WHILE INDEPENDENCE PLANS 
ARE DELAYED TO TRY TO BRING AN UNWILLING SWAPO INTO THE 
FREE ELECTION PROCESS, THE OPPORTUNITY GROWS FOR SABOTAGE, 
ASSASSINATION AND THE KIND OF CIVIL STRIFE THAT WILL MAKE 
A MULTI-ETHNIC GOVERNMENT IMPOSSIBLE... IN THE NEXT ROUND 
OF NEGOTIATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA, THE WESTERN POWERS - 
AND THE U.S. IN PARTICULAR -SHOULD CONSIDER WHETHER WE 
REALLY WANT TO LET SWAPO DICTATE THAT KIND OF DELAY AND 
EXERCISE THAT KIND OF VETO OVER WHAT KIND OF REGIME WILL 
RULE NAMIBIA IN THE LONG RUN." 
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5. RUSSIANS IN AFRICA. THE NYPOST REPORTING FROM LONDON 
WRITES, "THE SOVIET UNION HAS SET UP A SECRET TRAINING 
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CAMP IN ANGOLA FOR 25,000 AFRICAN GUERRILLAS WHO WILL 
FORM ARMIES TO ATTACK RHODESIA, ZAIRE AND NAMIBIA, THE 
LONDON DAILY TELEGRAPH HAS LEARNED.' 1 THE REPORT SAYS THAT 
THE GUERRILLAS COME FROM ZAPU, SWAPO AND UNITS OF THE 
KATANGESE REBELS WHO ATTACKED THE SHABA PROVINCE IN ZAIRE. 
THE REPORT CONTINUES, "MANY THOUSANDS OF CIVILIANS HAVE 
DIED AT THE HANDS OF THE TROOPS. ..THE CIVILIAN DEATH TOLL 
IN THE HARSH REPRESSION OF THE LAST SIX MONTHS AND SEVERAL 
PREVIOUS PURGES THAT HAVE GONE UNREPORTED IS BELIEVED TO 
HAVE REACHED 70,000. 

6. ERITREA. NYT (HOVEY) REPORTS, "GOVERNMENT SPECIALISTS 
SAID TODAY THAT THEY BELIEVED THE SOVIET UNION AND CUBA 
WOULD HAVE A MORE DIFFICULT TIME HELPING ETHIOPIA TO 
CRUSH ARMED REBELLION IN ERITREA THAN THEY ENCOUNTERED IN 
DRIVING SOMALI TROOPS OUT OF THE DISPUTED OGADEN AREA." 

AP IN TOKYO REPORTS THAT A CHINESE NEWS AGENCY SAID, 
"SOVIET-CUBAN ACTS ARE NOT JUST MILITARY INTERVENTION, BUT 
PART OF THE RIVALRY FOR WORLD DOMINATION BY THE SOVIET 
UNION AND THE UNITED STATES." 
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7. MIDDLE EAST. MOST MEDIA REPORTS THAT MUCH DID NOT COME 
FROM WEIZMAN AND SADAT MEETING IN CAIRO, BUT ALL REPORT 
THAT BOTH GOVERNMENTS INTEND TO KEEP THEIR DIRECT CHANNELS 
OF COMMUNICATION OPEN. . .BOSTONGLOBE (GREENWAY)REPORTS, "IN 
A RELATED MATTER THE EGYPTIAN PRESS GAVE PROMINENCE TO THE 
PEACE DEMONSTRATIONS IN TEL AVIV SATURDAY WHICH ATTRACTED 
BETWEEN 10,000 AND 20,000. THE MOOD OF THE DEMONSTRATIONS 
WAS SUMMED UP BY PLACARDS WHICH SAID: 'PEACE IS PREFERABLE 
TO CONTROL OVER THE ENTIRE LAND OF ISRAEL,' AND SECURITY 
PLUS COMPROMISE EQUALS PEACE."' ..AP REPORTS THAT ARAFAT 
TOLD ABC-TV THAT "PLO GUERRILLAS REMAINING IN ISRAELI- 
OCCUPIED SOUTHERN LEBANON WOULD CONTINUE TO DISRUPT THE 
CEASE -FIRE DECLARED MARCH 21." DAVID WILSON WRITING AN 
ANALYSIS IN BOSTONGLOBE COMMENTS: "IF ISRAEL IS PERCEIVED 
BY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY TO BE UNRESPONSIVE TO AND 
INSENSITIVE TO LEGITIMATE. MAJOR AMERICAN INTERESTS IN THE 
MIDEAST. THEN THE MORAL IMPERATIVE OF US SUPPORT FOR THE 
JEWISH STATE MUST INEVITABLY SUFFER. IT IS NO SERVICE TO 
THE SECURITY OF ISRAEL TO IGNORE THIS TRAGIC PROSPECT. TO 
SUGGEST THAT ITS CANDID DISCUSSION IS ANTI-SEMITIC IS 
MERELY SCURRILOUS." ...IN THE CSM PLO INFORMATION CHIEF 
MAJID ABU SHARRARA WAS QUOTED SAYING, "THE MOMENT THAT THE 
U.S. ANNOUNCES IT WILL RECOGNIZE THE PLO AS THE LEADERSHIP 
OF THE PALESTINIANS, WE WILL BE CONVINCED THAT AMERICA IS 
LOOKING FOR REAL PEACE IN THE AREA.". ..AT THE UN OPI 
BRIEFING TODAY IT WAS ANNOUNCED THAT THE STRENGTH OF UNIFIL 
AS OF TODAY IS 690 NORWEGIANS: 627 FRENCH: 224 SWEDES: 
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195 IRANIANS: 18 CANADIANS, AND 68 UN OBSERVERS. ALSO 
ANNOUNCED THAT MEXICO IS EXPECTED TO CONTRIBUTE TROOPS 
FOR THE FIRST TIME. LEONARD 
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